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aliante bookshelf is a project developed for the carbon fiber design contest 2012 by olympus frp, winner of the
1st price. the aim of the contest was to promote the use of the carbon fiber material, with its intrinsic
characteristics of strength and lightness, in the furniture product category.

the idea behind the aliante bookshelf is to create a ‘low air-resistance’ piece of furniture. the inspiration comes
from aeronautics (‘aliante’ is the italian word for glider) and the shape of the shelves reminds the wings of the
aircraft. the winglets at the end of the shelves also create the bookends. the overall dimensions of the
bookshelf are quite big (2,2 mt high and 2,7 mt wide) despite its very light and slim structure.

every single detail has been considered to properly design the structure of the bookshelf: the two central
‘columns’ give strenght to the frame; the shelves are thicker at the middle and they become thinner on the side;
the depth of the ‘wings’ is 32cm near the central structure and 22cm at the end, so that you are able to put
bigger and heavier books where the structure is more resistant. the result of these technical solutions is a piece
of furniture with a sculptural and aerodinamic form language which strives to become a must for the high class
interiors.

the award ceremony of the contest will take place on april 21st at 6 p.m. at the magna pars space, via tortona
15 during the milan design week 2012.
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http:/www.davideanzalone.com (http:/www.davideanzalone.com)

designboom has received this project from our ‘DIY submissions’ (https:/www.designboom.com/readers-
submit) feature, where we welcome our readers to submit their own work for publication. see more project
submissions from our readers here (https:/www.designboom.com/readers)
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have something to add? share your thoughts in our comments section below.
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